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Every year about this time, this newsletter compares
the most recently released official UMC church sta-
tistics for the USA. The tune is usually the same

with minor variations, as is the case this year.
Membership change has not deviated markedly from the
trend of the last four decades. All major categories are
down including the number of churches, which has
declined by 236 (-0.7%) This is less than the previous
period’s drop of 330, but more than the period before
that at 198.

All jurisdictions had a net loss of membership,
yielding a combined loss of 94,570 (-1.2%). (The figure
for 2008 was down by 79,535.) All annual conferences
in the Northeastern, North Central, and Western jurisdic-
tions lost members. One conference in the South Central
and four conferences in the Southeastern jurisdictions
gained members. The Northeastern and North Central
jurisdictions accounted for over 58,000 of the member-
ship decrease. The Northeastern Jurisdiction had the
highest percentage drop at 2.2%. Once again, North
Georgia had the largest membership increase in num-
bers at 2,283, followed by Central Texas at 1,529.
Interestingly, if North Georgia and the Western
Jurisdiction continue their current trending, sometime in
2012 North Georgia will have more members than the
Western Jurisdiction. However, North Georgia’s member-
ship increase has been less every year for the past few
years. It used to be a predictable 6,000 or so yearly.

Worship attendance continued the trend of recent
years and again declined significantly. The most recent
period’s drop is 52,733 (-1.7%), compared to 65,386
in the previous period. If non-reporting of some
churches were to be factored in, the loss could
improve by around 11,000. (See Note at end.) All juris-
dictions declined in attendance in worship, with eight
annual conferences showing an increase. 

Other categories displayed declines as well.
Church school attendance showed a decline, but a new
reporting format on the year-end reports made compar-
isons inaccurate. Members received by profession of
faith dropped by 699, or -0.5%. This marks a vast
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improvement over last period’s 3.3% drop. Twenty-five
conferences showed increases, matching last year’s
total. Average members per church remained at 228,
dropping slightly compared to the 230 figure which
had held for the previous three periods. Average wor-
ship attendance continued the trend of recent years in
dropping by one to 93. Half of all United Methodist
churches had 105 members or fewer, down by 3. Half
had 48 or less in attendance, a drop of two from the
previous period. When factoring out non-reporting, the
number is 45, down by 4.

The following pages contain individual annual con-
ference figures and have not been altered per the note
at the end. All data used here has been provided by the
General Council on Finance and Administration (GCFA),
which gets its numbers from annual conferences, who
in turn get their numbers from year-end reports filled out
by the churches. For a broader summary of the latest
data, go to this link for the GCFA press release:
http://www.gcfa.org/connectional-giving-year-end-2010.
As one looks over the year-to-year changes, there is a lot
of red ink. Hopefully, rather than causing discourage-
ment, this will serve to instill new resolve in fulfilling
God’s mission through The United Methodist Church. 

Note on non-reporting church impact on worship atten-
dance figures:

Many churches fail to submit their year-end reports. In
most annual conferences, this results in a “0” or “1”
being reported for attendance in those churches.
When those churches do report in the other year used
in comparison, there is obviously a notable change in
the numbers. For example, a church reporting 100 in
attendance in 2008 and 0 in 2009 will appear to have
decreased by 100. It is possible to alleviate this issue
by replacing those zeros with the number reported in
the comparison year. When this is done for all church-
es, there are some conferences with notable changes,
but the intent of this report is to present the official
numbers as reported. Four conferences officially show-
ing increases likely had decreases, and three others
would likely indicate the reverse.
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